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Running head: FREELANCE TRANSLATORS

Freelance translators – where to find translation work online?

FREELANCE TRANSLATORS    
     If you want to become a freelance translator and a self-employed person, the ideal situation is to search for translation agencies and corporate clients that would give you regular translation work. 

     The aim of a freelance translator is to be able to decide how much or how little to work. For that purpose, you should prove yourself reliable, reasonable and always available. 

     The good news is that translation is a constantly growing global industry. 

     Nowadays, translations agencies seek mostly specialized translators, so if you don’t have yet a niche, you should find and develop one. This will differentiate your services from other translators and will ease your way forward good stable online translation jobs. 
     In the case you are new in this industry, try to offer some free translation work, even as a volunteer. This will help you to gain experience and exposure. Also, you may build a credible web site where to list recent projects, client testimonials and downloadable samples of your work. Always before posting, be sure to redact all yours clients’ personal information.

     Only after that you can send your résumé and your web site to translation companies. Obviously, your résumé has to be free of spelling errors and be sure to include references and translation samples. 
     Don’t use trial versions of CAT tolls. Use only the full version. Now there are some excellent available tools online, such as like Trados or OmegaT (in fact, OmegaT is free!). 

FREELANCE TRANSLATORS

     Finally, choose your pair languages and sign up for projects at different online translation boards such as www.elance.com, www.ProZ.com, www.translatorscafe.com, www.TranslationDirectory and others. Always be updated with the field of translation by reading famous translation magazines such as www.translations-news.com. The revenues of translators are based upon the place where they live.  If you haven’t read Corinne McKay’s book, How to Succeed as a Freelance Translator and Judy and Dagmar Jenner’s The Entrepreneurial Linguist yet, do it right now and you’ll receive very valuable advice.
